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· Good morning all- and thank you for this opportunity.

· I would like to share with you few remarks on the recent developpement regarding the election process in Nigeria in the context of a regional reaction to stop the threat posed by Boko Haram terrorism.
· Since Sunday, I am in Abuja to follow closely the situation. In this period, I have met the two candidates, President Goodluck Jonathan and General Muhammadu Buhari. I have once again reiterated the appeal of the Secretary General and the wider international community to them to urge their followers to refrain from any action that will jeopardize the process, in order to ensure violence-free, fair and credible elections.
· The threat of Boko Haram is a serious challenge not only for Nigeria, but also for the sub-region and the international community.

· We have all been horrified by nihilistic campaign of Boko Haram of murder and destruction. 

· Boko Haram has brutally murdered thousands of people and forced other thousands people to flee. It has created a terrible humanitarian catastrophe in a huge area that is too dangerous for aid workers to access.  
· It is crucial that the international community remains fully seized by this issue and acts in a close regional and international cooperation to address one of the most difficult challenges faced by the African continent at this time.

· The United Nations stands ready to work closely with the AU and its Member States to respond to the horrific consequences related to Boko Haram activities in northern Nigeria and neighboring countries. 
· The United Nations stands firmly behind Nigeria in its fight against BH and also accepts the initiative to have the Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) as the platform to coordinate the fight by the countries affected against BH.

· In this context, the United Nations welcome the establishment of a Regional Intelligence Fusion Unit and the agreement to deploy a Multi-national Joint Task Force (MNJTF) to address the cross-border threat posed by Boko Haram. 
· The United Nations is collaborating with the African Union on a variety of issues related to peace and security in the region. Its support to the African Union's efforts against Boko Haram falls under the overall multilateral collaboration that the United Nations, including of course in the area of peacekeeping, has with regional and international organizations. Any direct support by the United Nations for the actual operations of the MNJTF would of course be subject to a decision by United Nations Secretary-General and authorization from the Security Council.
· The AU and the UN through the DPKO will provide technical support to the LCBC to ensure proper planning for the deployment of the MNJTF to effectively fight BH. I also welcome the AU’s endorsement of the UN Human Rights Due Diligence Policy as a core principle and requirement for the establishment of the MNJTF.
· The United Nations stands also ready to provide support, including by providing experts in operational and logistical planning and other areas of expertise such as developing and finalizing a Concept of Operations for the MNJTF.
· But-to curb the activities of Boko Haram, we can do more.

· As part of its engagement, the United Nations will continue to step up its support on several fronts:

· The UN is working to deploy more resources to support the affected governments.  

· UN humanitarian agencies are providing life-saving help to refugees and displaced persons, where they can reach them. 

· The UN country teams are working on issues that contribute to alleviating the crisis, including poverty, discrimination and fragile social services provision.

· Colleagues and I are fully engaged. The Special Envoy for Education is working with Nigerian business leaders on a Safe Schools initiative for Nigerian children; and the Special Representative for Children in Armed Conflict has held talks on protecting children and on human rights with displaced people and with authorities here in Nigeria. 
· While facing the threat of Boko Haram, Nigeria is also engaged to hold Presidential and Parliamentary elections, now scheduled on March 28 and April11 respectively; following the decision by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) to postpone the elections.

· In this regard, I call on all the Nigerian stakeholders to create the conditions for credible, inclusive and peaceful elections. I hope the INEC will use the additional time now available to take appropriate measures to ensure the distribution of voter cards to people who have not yet received them.

· I urge the security services, in particular the police to ensure a violence-free election and to put in place adequate security measures so that citizens across the country are able to exercise their franchise safely, without fear or intimidation, and to provide security for the election material, personnel, observers and voters to enable INEC conduct peaceful, democratic, transparent and credible elections.
· I commend all the presidential candidates for having signed the Abudja Accord on January 14 on the prevention of violence and acceptance of election results, and I encourage them and their supporters to respect the official results when announced and to follow existing legal procedures to resolve any electoral disputes.

· The United Nations is committed to working with national governments, aid organizations and with all partners, to end the violence in northeastern Nigeria and to support the communities and countries affected by the atrocities committed by Boko Haram terrorists- and to help ensure inclusive, transparent and credible elections. 
· Thank you.
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